
 

 The Facts 

Whilst preparing a trailer for loading, an 

operative was opening a centre post on the 

trailer’s nearside. As the post  was released 

it became detached from the roof of the unit. 

As the post fell to the ground, it narrowly 

missed the operative, with the top end falling 

and striking two of the hydraulic hoses and 

electric sensors on a clamp truck parked 

next to the trailer. The post came to rest 

between 

the 

windscreen 

and mast. 

 

 

 

 

The Solution 

Prior to opening and moving trailer support 

posts, visually inspect for any defects or dam-

age to the support post, running track/rail  

and locking devices. 

Report any damage to a Supervisor/Manager. 

Check the area behind you is clear from ob-

struction. 

Always follow the release instructions located 

on the trailer post, where visible or printed. 

Release the locking device and take hold of 

the post securely with both hands; with cau-

tion slide along the track. 

If the locking device and post are difficult to  

open/close or slide DO NOT try to operate it 

alone or force it as the mechanism is spring 

loaded, inform an Operational Supervisor and 

request assistance. 
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Safety Alert 

In this case: 

The equipment was found to be defective with the defect not being visible to the operative.  

The post was not under tension at the time. 

The haulier was notified immediately. 

The trailer was removed from service and subsequently repaired by the haulier. 

Always remain vigilant when opening/closing trailer curtains/posts, ensure mandatory 

PPE is worn. 

 

Working with Curtain Side Trailers 


