
 

 

ABP-HS-SA-063/Jul18                           Contact the Compliance Team for further information 

COMPLIANCE ALERT 
Health & Safety 

Schneider Ringmaster SF6 (Sulfurhexafluoride) Switchgear Defect 

 

During routine inspections of high voltage switchgear in June 2018 at both the ports of Swansea and Ipswich 
(separate inspections), it was discovered that the switchgear in question, Schneider Ringmaster RN2c units 
using SF6 as a form of insulating medium, had lost pressure, therefore providing no protection in the event 
of a fault condition. 
 
Upon further discussion with the manufacturer, a Product Quality Notice (PRB 119893) had been issued. 
 
The notice states; 
 
Schneider Electric UK has become aware of a potential defect that may result in a SFs gas leak from the 
Ringmaster ring main unit shown below. The affected units were manufactured between 1 January 2000 and 
31 December 2004. Should the SFs gas leak from the unit and live switching is performed there is a potential 
for Death, Serious Bodily lnjury or Property Damage.   
 

 
Products Affected: 
 
The Schneider Electric, Leeds quality team has identified that there is potential risk of an SFG gas leak 
occurring on a small number of Ringmaster RN2c, RE2c and RN6c ring main units rated at 21 kA 95kV BIL 
and filled to 0.8barg. at 20°C that were manufactured between 1st January 2000 and 31st December 2004 
with serial numbers starting with SR3A00XXX and ending with SR3M04XXX (the "Affected Products"). 
 
In connection with the discovery of information, the following actions are to be immediately taken; 
 
Ensure all networks are checked for the presence of affected switchgear. For the presence of any, this should 
be reported to Mark Hennessy, Group Technical Authority, detailing location (port & substation) and serial 
number by the Senior Authorised Person for the respective port. 
 
It has been advised for any affected units that are holding pressure, to reduce the working pressure from 
0.8barg to 0.55barg. This is an intermediate step with a requirement that the switchgear should be replaced 
as soon as possible. 
 
For any switchgear that is found to have low pressure, ensure that the protective device on the 
switchgear is disabled and ‘Do Not Operate’ signs are attached until the switchgear can be replaced. 
 
It should be ensured that monthly checks of switchgear and buildings are undertaken so as to ensure the 
integrity and condition of the assets. 


