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Port Marine Operations / Pilot Trailblazer 

DRAFT 1 - Note of the meeting held at PSS’s offices on 5 December 2016 

Present:   

Amanda Viljoen (ABP, in the Chair), Steve Gallimore (Peel Ports), Jeremy Gough (South Shields 

Marine School), Nick Lee (UKMPA), Peter Lightfoot (UKMPA), Deeanne Wink (Cromarty Firth Port 

Authority), Richard Steele (Port Skills and Safety), Iain Mackinnon (Maritime Skills Alliance), 

Apologies:   

Colin Bassam (Port Training Services), Alan Cartwright (Southampton Solent University), Nick 

Cutmore (International Maritime Pilots Association), Jamie Hemming (Fenland District Council), Bill 

Hirst (Milford Haven), Geoff Holland (Port of Tilbury/Forth Ports), Lyndsey Maloney (Peel Ports), 

Steve Manser (Port of Dover), Alan McPherson (Tyne), Peter Moth (UK Harbour Masters 

Association), Brian Murphy (Poole Harbour Commissioners), Rob Parsons (Newlyn Harbours), John 

Pearn (UKMPA), Dave Piotrowki (Hutchison Ports UK), William Sadler (Port of Jersey), John Saunders 

(Southampton Solent University), Julian Seaman (Shoreham), Peter Steen (Port of London Authority), 

Harry Tilley (Harwich), Nick Venn (Bristol Port Company), Martin Willis (Port of Blyth), Anita Wilson 

(Port of Dover), Trevor Wright (Port of Larne) 

 
Amanda Viljoen opened the meeting by saying that the group should aim to get both draft Standards 

agreed by the end of the meeting.  DfE expects Trailblazer groups to conduct their own consultation, 

so the Group would need to agree a process.  DfE will then publish the draft standards itself for two 

weeks, for wider comment, before considering them formally at the approval panel.  

The Group agreed that Richard Steele would manage the internal consultation process, using PSS’s 

mailing lists, plus the UKHMA and UKMPA.  He should aim to circulate the two drafts before 

Christmas with sufficient explanation that colleagues not closely involved could understand what’s 

going on.  With a deadline of Monday 16th January they should be asked whether they support the 

drafts or not (yes/no) and if no, to explain why not, so the Group could consider their comments 

properly.  Richard should also send a copy of the consultation to James Corbett at SfA to keep him 

informed.   

The Group considered in detail the two drafts, for standards for Port Marine Operations Officer and 

Marine Pilotage, attached with tracked changes showing the changes made.   

For the Marine Pilotage standard, the Group debated whether to include minimum entry 

requirements or not, noting that the Standard set the same outcome for all, and that any entry 

requirements spelt out on the face of the Standard would be mandatory.  The Group accepted a 

suggestion that it would keep the statement in the Standard open and inclusive, but use the 

opportunity to add an “Employer Occupational Brief”, an additional paper which DfE does not ask to 

see, which Trailblazer Groups can use to provide additional guidance to employers and others.  This 

additional paper could set out the arguments for and against setting minimum criteria for 

recruitment.   

ACTION:  members to consider the amended drafts and alert Richard Steele immediately to anything 

which needs to be changed before they are circulated.  
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ACTION:  Richard Steele to consult on the agreed drafts, using the process outlined above.  

 

Next meeting: 

Thursday 26th January 2017, 10.30, at PSS’s offices, 30 Park St, London, SE1 9EQ 

 

 

 

 


