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Why is load security an issue? 



• On the road, poorly-loaded and insecure loads 

can result in load shifts, vehicle rollover, or loss 

of control. 

• In the workplace, loads that move during the 

journey can fall out of the vehicle during 

unloading. 

• Climbing onto the vehicle to deal with a shifted 

load can lead to people falling off the vehicle, or 

injuring themselves trying to manually unload or 

rearrange the load. 



• Everyone in the transport chain is responsible for 

ensuring that goods are transported safely. 

• Historically the driver has been perceived to be 

the only responsible party. 

• As loads become more complex and drivers 

become more removed from the process of 

loading the vehicle or trailer, it’s important to 

ensure that there is a safe system in place. 



• Need for more coherent, purposeful data sharing to enforce 

effectively and ensure a consistent enforcement approach. 

• The pilot includes WYP, HSE, DVSA, HE and the West 

Yorkshire local authorities.  

• WYP and DVSA collect additional data during roadside checks 

• HSE and the local authorities act on information where 

systemic issues are identified. 

• Highways England collect data when dealing with load shifts 

and help to communicate with dutyholders. 

• Pilot to run from August 2018 till March 2019. 

 

 

 

West Yorkshire Pilot – 

what is it? 



• DVSA (or VOSA) worked with HSE and the industry to 

develop a pragmatic enforcement policy – introduced 

in 2012/13 

• Working group produced operator/driver guidance, 

representation form various stakeholders - released in 

2014 

• HSE worked with HE to look at strap degradation, 

leaflet produced – 2017/18 

• Load security training provided for WYP roads 

policing officers - 2018 

• West Yorkshire Pilot launched – 2018 

 

 

 

History of joint working 



 

 

DVSA Prohibitions  

Mechanical Prohibition 

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Grand Total 

HGV 752 964 704 614 465 3499 

LGV 141 114 96 117 144 612 

Trailer 479 709 563 463 460 2674 

 

 

Grand Total 1372 1787 1363 1194 1069 6785 



 

 

Prohibitions by vehicle Type 



• Current enforcement policy on curtain side 

vehicles – visual targeting 

• Proposed change – retain targeted approach 

with additional random checks 

• Driver culpability, operator responsibility 

• Does load security issue represent a significant 

failing on the operators’ behalf  

Informing Future Policy 

Change 



Pilot findings so far 
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When it all goes wrong 



Summary 

The main issues we are seeing on the pilot are: 

 

• No or inadequate load securing 

• Using buckle straps for heavy loads 

• Poor condition of straps 

• Misunderstandings around the use of XL 

curtainsiders 

• Training and information 

 

Through joint working, we can provide better and 

more consistent advice to dutyholders and quickly 

resolve queries. 





Our data indicates that load 

securing issues are likely to 

be an issue in the transport 

of: 

 

• Palletised goods 

• Kegs and barrels 

• FIBCs and IBCs 

• Construction-related 

products 

 

 



• Delays and disruption are in no one’s interests. 

• The issues we are seeing are serious, but 

many of them are quickly and relatively easily 

‘fixable’. 

• As the pilot progresses, and we get more 

useful data about what is going wrong, we can 

work more effectively with industry to address 

those problems and encourage good practice. 

 

 


