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COMPLIANCE ALERT 
Health & Safety 

 Battery Charging Incident 

 

In Teignmouth recently a 12-volt commercial “Kavako” battery exploded whilst it was 
being charged. The battery belonged to a contractor but it was an ABP charger.  
 
Fortunately, no one was injured but a battery explosion is often so violent that it 
shatters the battery and produces a highly dangerous shower of fragments and 
corrosive chemicals. 

Do… 
� Wear gloves and suitable eye protection, preferably goggles or a visor. 

� Wear a plastic apron and suitable boots when handling battery chemicals such as sulphuric 
acid or potassium hydroxide. 

� Empty your pockets of any metal objects that could fall onto the battery or bridge across its 
terminals. 

� Keep sources of ignition – such as flames, sparks, electrical equipment, hot objects and 
mobile phones – well away from batteries that are being charged, have recently been 
charged, or are being moved. 

� Use suitable single-ended tools with insulated handles. 

� Fit temporary plastic covers over the battery terminals. 

� Charge batteries in a dedicated, well-ventilated area. 

� Share the load with a workmate when lifting batteries – they can be very heavy. 

� Use insulated lifting equipment and check there are no tools, cables or other trip hazards 

� Wash your hands thoroughly after working with batteries, especially before eating, smoking 
or going to the toilet. 

Don’t 

� Work with batteries unless you have been properly trained. 

� Smoke. 

� Wear a watch, ring, chain, bracelet or any other metal item. 

� Overcharge the battery – stop charging as soon as it is fully charged. 

� Charge a battery that is not compatible with the charger 
 

Please amend risk assessments and safe systems of work to include the above. 
A checkpoint will follow. 

 
Remember: If charging batteries at home to follow the advice above. 

HSE Guidance on charging batteries can be 
found at 
http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg139.pdf and is 
summarised below: 


