
Marine Trailblazer Meeting 

8 September 2017 

30 Park Street, London 

  

  

Attendees 

Amanda Viljoen, ABP - Chair 

Colin Bassam, PTS 

Rean Da Costa, PSS 

Jeremy Gough, South Tyneside College  

Martin KEEVES, BEIS 

Nick Lee, UKMPA 

Julian Seaman, Shoreham Port Authority  

Richard Steele, PSS 

Peter Steen, PLA 

  

  

Marine Pilot 

Agreed that if an End Point Assessment act of pilotage is terminated for safety or 

other reasonable reasons, then the EPA practical assessment must be restarted 

from the beginning, at a later date if necessary.  

  

This must be factored into the estimate of assessment costs when identifying the 

funding band.  

  



  

Maths and English at level 2  

The point was raised that this level is tough for some existing port employees who 

might struggle. 

  

MK reported that improving standards of Maths and English was a cornerstone of 

the design of the Trailblazer. The goal is to raise standards across U.K. Industry. It 

was extremely unlikely that this could be moved by lobbying.   

• The Group felt that the goal to raise Maths and English standards in ports was a 

good one.    

• AV pointed out that specific focused funding was available for Maths and English.  

• AV also noted that Port Marine Operations Officer is a level 4 Trailblazer and 

Marine Pilot is level 5, therefore Maths and English at level 2 is reasonable.   

• It was agreed that employers would need to be aware of the Maths and English 

requirement and the potential challenge for some candidates.   

  

Examination and Funding 

• 20% of funds are withheld if a candidate does not pass the End Point Assessment   

  

  

Port Marine Operations Officer and Marine Pilot - End Point Assessment  

Agreed that; 

o a Journey Log is the collected evidence (paper or electronic) of 

achievement during the apprenticeship  

o a Portfolio of Evidence is the final constructed document (paper or 

electronic) that is used for the end point assessment. It is 

constructed as the end point assessment portfolio once the person 

has reached the Gateway. It is based on/selected from the Journey 

Log  



  

  

Port Marine Operations Officer - End Point Assessment  

The Group completed amendments to the PMOO EPA document as far as page 

13.    

• It was agreed that AV and RS should work through the remainder of the 

document and amend it in line with the decisions taken through to P13.  This 

amended version will be sent out to the Group for consideration. If no feedback 

is received, this version will be submitted to MK as a final draft.    

  

Marine Pilot - End Point Assessment  

The remainder of the meeting addressed the Marine Pilot EPA. Amendments and 

decisions were made as tracked changes.  

  

• It was agreed that AV and RS should work through the remainder of the 

document and amend it in line with the decisions taken for the PMOO EPA.  This 

amended version will be sent out to the Group for consideration. If no feedback 

is received, this version will be submitted to MK as a final draft.    

  

Date of next meeting 

• The meeting on 31 October is cancelled.  The plan is for AV, RS and RDC to work 

through the two End Point Assessment documents, make the amendments and 

seek approval from the Group by correspondence. If necessary, a final meeting 

will be called, depending on the outcome of any feedback on the two EPAs from 

the Group.   

 


